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ANNUAL __ PEPORT 
of the 
Medical Officer of Health for the Rural District 


of Thedwastre in the County of West Suffolk for the 
year ending 31st Decenihber, 1949. 
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Public Health Offices, 
8, Whiting Street, 
Bury St. Hdmunds. 


September 1950. 


To3=— 


The Chairman and Members of the 
Rural District Council of Thedwastre, 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Herewilth I beg to submit for your favourable consideration 
my Annual Report as Medical Officer of Health, being that for the 
year ended 31st December, 191.9. 

I wish to acknowledge with sincere thanks the 1elp and 
consideration given to me by my collcagucs and all members of the 
Council. 

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies & Gentlemen, 

Your obedient scrvant, 
ROBERT H. CLAYTON. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Public Health Officers of the Authority. 
(a) Medical - One part—time Medical Officer of Health 


Robert H. Clayton, M.Be, BeSey BeHyos 
D.PeH. (Durham), CerteMental Deficiency 
and Allied Subjects (London), appointed 
LBD UL y cl) LOSO. 


This Officer does not engage in private practice but holds in 
addition the following appointmenits:- 


Medical Officer of Health, Newmarkct U.D.C. ) 
Mildenhall BP Oe shppoinies lst July,1956 
tninmgos. R.DaCo 
Cosford R.D.Ce Appointed February 1937 


(b) Others = One Sanitary Inspector, 


Oswald J. Wyatt, M.S.I.Ac, AoReSanele, 
Meat CerteR.S.Je, appointed June end, 1930, 


also Building Surveyor and—Housing-Managor. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 
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https://archive.org/details/o3018308x 


1. GENERAL STATISTICS. 


Ze 


STATISTICS AND 


Registrar General's estimate of 


population 


eo: 


Number of inhabitcd houses 


according to Rate Book ae ate (eGo 12s (508 25778 
Rateable Value oe ee ae (£27,416) (£27,160) £27,922 
Sum represented by a Penny Ratc ee (£11) (£113) £119 
EXTRACTS FROM VITAL OLTATISTICS FOR THE YOAR. 

it LO tas Meal Female» 

Live Births. (1947) (19h8)19h9. (1947) (158)1949. (194.7) (1948)19h9 » 
Legitimate (131) (150) 136 66 } 68 3 ie 68 
Illegitimate (19) (11) 9 ual (7 7 (8 (4 2 
Stillbirths. 
Legitimate es ig a ener ae (2) (2 hh. 3} cee he 
Illegitimate 65 ia RS i ey Oy BO 9 NE pace (REE) ERE To) HEL 
Deaths. Peo woe ew ee (ao) be) 66a 6(60), (6G) 50 

Thedwastree England < Walcs. 
Birth Rate. (Live (1917) (1948) 1949. (1 Toi) (Tabs 8) LOLI» 
births per 1000 ' 
civilian population). (19.5)(16,9)1514 (2005)(17-9)16.7 
Stillbirth Ratc (per 
1000 population). (0.49)(0.23) 0.93 (0.50)(0.42)0.39 
Stillbirth Rate per 
1000 total (live ana 
still)births. (26.0)(12.3)52.3 (-) (-) = 
Death Rate per 1000 
resident population. (ee) (Leto } lisa 1. 61250)¢10—5)21.7. 
Corrected Death Rate t 
(Comparability Factor 0.78) rR aly Wy 
Death Rate of Infants 
under I ysar. 
All infants per 1000 ‘ 
live births. Oe repens riery, (Li) Lone 32 
Legitimate Infants por 
1000 legitimate births. Pele LOU) 2D 7. (-) (-) - 
Illegitimate Infants per 
1000 illegitimate births. (157.9)(Ni1l) Wil (-) (+) - 


4 deaths of infants under 1 


SECTION: ‘ ‘a, 
SOCTAL CONDITIONS 
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Area oe e° ee 


the resident aad) 
8,199) 


at end of year 


yeareoccurred, 


34,126 acres. 


1948 1. ‘ 
enc 6,618 


(1 male and 2 females 


legitimate) No deaths from Maternal Causes (Headings 29 & 30), 15 deaths 
from Cancer, no dcaths from Mcasles or Whooping Cough, or from Diarrhoea 
(under 2 years) were recorded. 


3 deaths occurred in the first ycar of life (1 at 7 hours, Promaturity,. 
1 at 8 days, Congenital Malformation, and 1 at 7 months, Broncho-Pneunonia’ 
and only one other (8 year old, NenePalmonary Tubcrculosis) in the nonage. 


At the other end of life 31 were Octogenarians and 5 
Nonagenarians before deathe 
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The following table gives the causcs and the number of deaths 
occurring at the various age groups The totals correspond with the 
Registrar General's figures. 


The deaths arc classificd under the Headings given in the New 
Abridged List of Causes, as used in England and Walcs and Northern 
Ireland, as set out on Page YXXIX of the Manual of the International 
List of Causes of Deaths - 1938. 


CAUSES OF DEATH. | Deaths at the Sub-joined < ACS oT WRESIDENTS" 
whether occurring in or beyond the District. 
M = Male LA is Ln 
F = Female oT ac Wy 
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{Other forms of Tuberculosis. 
9-Influenza. 


14-eCancer of Uterus. 


1h .Cancer of stomach &duodenum. 
'15.Cancer of Breast. 
16.Cancer of all other sites. 


16 e Lotracranial vascular les sions 


MS, Hoart Discasese 
20 Other circulatory discascs. 
el. Bronchitise 
22. Pneumonias 


ee ener 


27,0ther dij @igestive dis discasese 


31 Premature pene tently 


52. Congenital mal ce aes 
SINjUrLes Irie ‘Sseane 


Rs Suicide. 
36.All other causes, 
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The Birth Rate, Death Rate, and the Registrar General's estimate 
of the resident population of Thedwastre for the years 1919 to 1949 are 
set out below and represented on the following page in graph form. 

THEDWASTRE R.D. 


Year. Population. Birth Crude Death 


Rate. Rate. 
919. 8,528 205 L3¢"9 
L920, “6,513 23,5 10.7 
LOZ 851120 Cay? LO 
1922. 8,493 21.8 12.6 
1925.» je 00 18.8 14.6 
1geue "8463 16.0 VIS 
1925. 8,460 ky a 123 
L9G.) 105197 Lead Lea c 
L927.) 56,501 14.8 Lis 3 
1926." "8,572 Leeo 1346 
1929. 8,398 16.0 iL Ise ¥ 
1930. 8,00 12.9 11.3 
ROS Oe eat: Lay 15.8 
1930s, 000 13.9 13.6 
LDDs 79050 13.0 16.8 
Losi. 875020 Ge 7 1.6 
URS he oak Ramer ea pee, LS 11.4 
1936. Ts (14 13.9 Loe 
1937. 7,686 Ilpely 13,2 
W940, 7,692 WW.& 10.3 
oe Sere ea Luel 12.5 
1940. 8,851 wee ig 1.9 
1941 » ped 13.0 Liwd 
1942. 9,052 16.8 Lek 
11,2) as Par a 16.5 Lhd 
PO. Bho BI: L256 
1945. 8,150 19.4 ‘hay 
1946. 8,180 Lee 11.9 
1947. 8,199 Hoe 1562 
1948. 8,52 18.9 12,0 
1949. 8,618 16,8 Low? 


It will be noted from the Graph that the population remained fairly 
constant from 1919 to 1925, despite the marked excess of the post-war 
Birth Rate over the Death Rate. This would indicate that the migration 
from the District equalled the excess of the births over the deaths. 


From 1926 to 1939 the general and almost constant trend of the 
population was to diminish, although in these 14 years the Birth Rate 
fell below the Death Rate only three times. Due to this trend the 1919 
population had been reduced by 10% by 1939. The population markedly 
increased during 1940 and 1941, owing to the influx of evacuees, but 
thereafter fcll almost equally as rapidly until the end of the war despite 
the fact that the births greatly excecded the deaths. This fall was, of 
course, due to the departure of the evacuees from the District. 


Since the war the Dcath Rate has been average for the District, the 
Birth Rate remaining greater than in the inter-war period. The 
population, therefore, has steadily risen in the past 4 years and is 
14% greater than the 1919 population . 


The Thedwastre increase of 13% in its population during the past 
30 years is less than one tenth of that of England and Wales during the 
same period. The Comparability Factor for Thedwastre (by which the 
Crude Death Rate must be multiplied in order to obtain the Corrected 
Death Rate) is 0.78. This factor being below unity indicates that in 
assessing the Death Rate for the District a considerable allowance has 
to be made for an adverse age and sex distributions 


Quring the complete Housing Survey of the District it was noticeable 
how very few infants there were in many of the villages of Thedwastre 
and also that the school population had diminished. Although since that 
time there has been an increase in the number of infants in the District, 
there is no doubt that a large proportion of the population of 
Thedwastre consists of old people. 
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Although the Registrar-General has not conducted a census in this 
country since 1931, the change in the age proportion of population of 
England and Wales from 1841 to 1947 has becn estimated as follows:- 


| idh1. L947. 
Ae Children 0O to 15 years SOyLe) ov elect 
Be Persons 15 to 45 years 6.2% hhe7% 
Ce Persons 45 to 65 years 1302% 23.6% 
De Persons over 65 years 45% 10.5% 


Group B from which, in the main, active physical workers are drawn 
has slightly diminished, being now about two persons in each five of 
the population. 

Group C, which, in the main, furnishes the administrative has 
almost doubled — they are the future Group D, which is, therefore, going 
to increasee 

Group D representing with notable exceptions, persons beyond the 
working years, has more than doubled. 

Group A, children not yet commenced work, has diminishea by more 
than 0%. It is apparent that it will be from this Group that the 
future Group B will be derived —- hence Group B, active physical workers, 
will be fewer in number. 

Even if a future war does not wastefully diminish the young and 
vigorous the time is rapidly approaching when the active physical 
workers of the Country will number much less than two persons in fivece 

The National Census, to be taken in 1951, will, inter alia, 
indicate whether the population of Thedwastre, having merely maintained 
its number during the past 30 years, has been agcing. Such indication 
may modify present satisfaction at the high average age attained by 
persons in this District, as indicated in the sccond table on page 3, 
but will enhance the value of the post-war increase in the Birth Rate 
of the District. 


SECTION _B. 
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SSRVICES IN THE AREA, 


(a) LABORATORY FACILITIES. The Emergency Public Health Laboratory, 
Tennis Court Road, Cambridge, under the directorship of Dr. R. Me. Fry, 
providesan excellent bacteriological service and an abundance of advice 
and enthusiasm. 


(b) AMBULANCE FACILITIES. ) These services are supplied by 
the County Council. 
(c) NURSING IN THE HOME. 


(d) HOSPITALS. The hospitals used by Thedwastre residents are 
indicated by the following information with regard to live births and 
deathse 


Of the 136 Live Births, 66 took place at the resident's home 
in Thedwastre - the remaining 70 were almost all hospital births and the 
great majority occurred at St. Mary's Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds, or 
the West Suffolk Hospital, Bury St. Hdmunds. 


79 of the 118 deaths of Thedwastre Residents in 1949 occurred 
at their own homes in Thedwastre. Of the remaining 39 there were 35 
deaths in hospital as under:- 


16 West Suffolk General Hospital, Bury St. Zdmunds. 
11 St. Mary's Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds. 

2 St. Audry's Hospital, Melton. 

2 Walnuttree Hospital, Sudbury. 

1 White Lodge Hospital, Newmarkct. 

1 Norfolk <«: Norwich Hospital, Norwiche 

1 Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge. 

1 Risbridge Home, Kedington. 


Prior to the war there were three Public Assistanee Hospitals in 
the County - at Bury St. Edmunds, Sudbury and Newmarket - but on the 
outbreak of war the White Lodge Hospital at Newmarket ceased to receive 
the chronic sick and aged persons. This led to a strain on the 
available beds at St. Mary's Hospital, Bury St. idmunds, and at 
Walnuttree Hospital, Sudbury. 
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The National Health Service Act now requires the children of old 
persons sent to hospitals to make no contribution towards the cost of 
their maintenance. These adult children, even when the acute illness 
is passed, appear not to want their aged parent, or parent-in-law, back 
home. The long or permanent stay which results means, in addition to 
the feeling of "not wanted" created in the old folks, that the turnover 
of the beds is less than before, this toge ther with the fact that the 
number of the beds has been reduced is causing great difficulty in 
finding accommodation for urgent chronic cases. The time for the young 
and middle aged to commence to make satisfactory arrangements for their 
old age is now, for the provisions which they make for old people now 
are likely to be the provisions available to them when they reach old 
age —- and many more than ever before are surviving to senility. 
Shortage of Bods for Pulmonary Tuberculosis cases has also been manifest. 


SECTION _ CG. 
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARIA, 


(i) WATER. The Public Inquiry into the Proposed Comprehensive Water 
Scheme, it will be recalled, was held in November 194.7. At that Inquiry 
it was stated that a survey of the District had shown:- 


177% Houses had a well or bore, or water from a well or bore 
conducted, within the house 

54uU% Houses had a well within 200 feet of the house 

oan Houses sought their water supply from a distance of more 


than 200 fect. 


During 1948 and the beginning of 1949 the boreholes of the 
Comprehensive Scheme were duplicated and detailed surveys and final 
plans were being prepared for Stage One of the Scheme. Large orders for 
pipes and fittings were placed in advance of the letting of contracts 
to avoid delay upon tenders being accepted. Towards the end of 1949 
pipes were beginning to arrive. 

After five years planning and preparing the active evidence of 
progress is appearing. 


This Comprehensive Water Scheme is a most urgent need, for as has 
been recorded in previous reports, the only piped water supply in the 
whole of the District is a private one belonging -bo Capt. Walmsley 
which supplics a total of 14 houses in the parish of Gedding. 

The urgency of this need was impressed during 1949 when the dry 
Summer which followed the very mild winter allowed insufficient 
replenishment of the shallow wells of the District. As a result 
shortage of water was experienced in 13 of our 20 parishes to such an 
extent that it became necessary for the Council to undertake the cartage 
of water in these parishes. This, of course, was a costly matter and 
despite the cost there is no doubt that the villagers had a trying 
experience in obtaining and carrying their daily requirements from the 
tanks provided. At present water is being delivered in the parishes 
of Walsham-le-~Willows, Hlmswell, Badwell Ash, Thurston and Norton. 


The absence of the Comprehensive Water Scheme has added to the 
difficulties in the provision of Council houses - the following being 
the arrangements adopted to provide water for new Council houses:~ 


At Tostock the water is derived from the bore sunk before 
the war, the distance is not unreasonable. 


At Woolpit the Swedish Houses are supplied from a private 
bore up to 200 yards distante 


At Drinkstone,the pre-war well having proved inadequate, 
water is carted from the Elmswell Bacon Factory bores to fill 
static tanks. 
At Felsham, Rattlesden, Great Ashfield, Hinderclay, Hessett 
and Beyton the new Council houses are supplied from now 
bored wellse 


At Gedding from Capte Walmsley's private supply. 
At Badwell Ash from existing wells. 


“At Bimswell, Norton, Wattisficld& Wal sham-l¢e-Willows tenants 
walk a distance of up to 40O yards to the existing wells. 


At Rickinghall a well was sunk as a temporary measure until 
pipes are connectcd to the Hartismere R.D.C. mains. 
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8 satisfactory bacteriological reports were obtained on samples 
taken from the supplics for the new Council houses at Rapes oa an 
Hessett and Hinderclay, from Woolpit School, a private house(2 samples 
and a farm. 

15 unsatisfactory reports were received on seven private houses 
(9 samples) and four farms (6 samples). 

Advice and warning notices were given when neccessary. 


(ii) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. In the absence of piped water supplies 
village drainage and sewage schemes have not yet been introduced in 
the District. 

It is estimated that there are over 400 cesspools within Thedwastre, 


The new Council houses have their sink and bath drainage to septic 
tankse In the absence of soil they function only with nuisance 
despite being emptied frequently, utilising the services of a 
neighbouring authority. 


2. RIVERS AND STREAMS. The dry summer restricted the flow of many 
strcams,in some cascs leaving only stagnant pools. This aggrawated the 
nuisance caused by the discharge of household drains into the streams 
in such places as Walsham-le-Willows, Hessett and Rattlcsden. 


The Council employed. a man continuously during the year eleaning 
out the streams and ditches. 


3. (i) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. Almost all houses in the District are 
provided with pail closets, 

The Council have not introduced a night soil collection in any part 
of the District. Whilst in the main, for the disposal of night soil, 
houses might be stated to be adequately provided with gardens, there 
are, nevertheless, an appreciable number without such provision. This 
necessitates, as for example in the parish of Woolpit, occupiers 
carrying their closet pails through the strects to allotments, or other 
sites, for distances up to a quarter of a mile. This illustrates the 
urgency for the introduction of the Comprehensive Water Scheme and the 
need to preparc, and have approved, scwage disposal schemcs in the 
built-up arcas. 


(ii) PUBLIC CLEANSING. The Council continued the removal of household 
refuse in open lorrics by coatractors until the end of October when the 
Redford Refuse Collection Vehicle was delivered. 2,500 dustbins were 
purchased and delivered to householders = a rent of 5/— per year being 
chargeds A small number of householders preferred to purchase the bins 
outright for the sum of £1. 1. O. Steps are being taken to ensure that 
each house has a bine 


Removal takes place every four weeks and is greatly appreciated by 
the Rate Payers. 

The refuse is deposited at Elmswell, Wattisficld, Thurston and Badwel.. 
Ash and covered with soil. 

Rogular visits are made by the Rodent Operator and action taken to 
exterminate the rats. 


Cost of guarterly removals by Contractors and the number of loads 
‘until the cnd of September was:- 


Noe of Loads. Coste 

Tostock. I os Ley Os 
Woolpit. 20 a i OE 
Beyton. 8 a a) MEP tad oF 
Hessett. 64 ee ye Oe 
Rickinghall. 6 De 1 (Op vines 
Hinderclay.e hy L2e ee O. 
Wattisfield. 72 13 y-7--Og---Oe 
Wal sham-le-Willows. Lys 250110. .0. 
Great Ashficld. hy 9e4LO,y ~ 0% 
Stowlangtoft,Langham and Hunston. 5 LO-»~1d.0e—-O6 
Thurston. 12 T3600. . Os» 
Felsham and Gedding. 21 SU, | Fe “Ge 
Rattlesden. 22 Sie lee. 4 Gs 
Drinkstone. 14 Coed Ss mae 
Norton. 18 te Re! ee ee # 
Badwell Ash. by LO an Me ae 
Blmswell. 193 OF cag, Os 

189_ £50904 Te. Oe 
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From lst October to 31st December refuse was removed monthly by 
the Council's own cimployces and vchicle, the numbor of loads bcing 
1925 and the cost (cxclusive of loan charges and dctcrioration) was 


£524. Ie Ow 


(iii) SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA. Since July lst, 1946, in 
vicw of the then prevailing shortage of Sanitary Inspectors, Mr. Wyatt 
has worked singlc-handcd, whereas prior to that datc he was ascistcd 
by an Additional Sanitary Inspector. 


In Thedwastre thc work cf a Sanitary Inspcctor is considavcrably 
augmented by the meat inspection at the St. Edmundsbury Co-opvcrative 
Bacon Factory, where, as recorded latcr in this rcport, 77,842 pigs 
were inspected during 1949. Such inspections make it quite impossible 
for any one man to carry out the work which the public now require 
that Sanitary Inspectors should undertake. 


It is false cconomy to allow thc workingclass dwcllings in the 
District to gct to that stage where they require rceplaccmcnt at the 
part cost of the taxpaycr and ratcpaycr,; because of lack of incopectione 

There is much work to be done in connection with the full 
utilisation of the Comprchensive Water Scheme and Scwage Disposal 
Schemes when they become available. 

The introduction of thc Refuse Disposal Scheme by dircct labour has 
given Mr. Wyatt anothcr responsibility. 


It is hoped that the Council will try (end be more succcssful than 
thoy wore when last they advertiscd) to obtain an Additional Sanitary 
Inspector during 1950. 


Mr. Wyatt has supplicd the following tabular statcmont which 
indicates his work of Sanitary Inspection during 1949:- 


Dwclling Houscs, Routine Inspections es ee 09 2° Ll? 
DaAcONL Factory ee a) a) ee ee oe oe 0 1, 
Butchers Promises we aS a he vs os od 69 
Food Shops and Bakchouscs 0° oe oe ee eo 19 
Factorics °° ra) eo 8 oo oe 20 20 Pry ol 
Shops ese 0 @ ec ee °0 6 ee ee eo 5 
Cowsheds 2° 0 0 60 oe oe eo ec ee 19 
Dairics o0 ee 0° eo oo 2° ¢°o ae 19 
School Inspections @¢ oo oo ee °° ee ee 25 
Intervicws ee & © oe 9 ee ee o © °° 3 
Complaints °° os of oc oe °° e° °° cee 
Council Houses sie ate a is ey, A aA nae 
Potrolcum o° °° 08 oe. ee ee eo ee 93 
Misecllancous os os os +% ae aad oe "5 
Tents, Vans and shcds eo ea oe ee ee °° 29 
Visite, Building Liccnccs eo ae oe ee oe ind g, 


Potels wis Lo5 
Factory Act,1937. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health. 
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(i) Factorics in which Sections 1,2, 
3,4 & 6 are to be enforced by 
Local Authoritics. ie 
(ii)Factories not included in (i) ir 
which Section’ / is enforced by 
the Local Authority. R35) 15.5 nce eee 
(ii) Other Promises in which Sectim 7 
is enforced by the Local Authority Nil 
x (excluding out-workérs' premises) 


Total: 53 


% i.c.e Electrical Stations (Section 103 (1) ), Institutions. 
(Section 104) and sites of Building Operations and Works of 
Enginecring Construction (Scctions 107 and 108). 


Premises. 


Sale rg 


28 anne ee RR EE ERO OS 


\ 7 
fie VW eT g° srovougont Vist ieee: 4 LO wae Ws a re 
fy ota Lat 


saoisovgont to Aoal to oovpood. .tuyagqetad ban toysqued one eau ° 
[iot oct dtiw aobtovmios at Udod od od asow dos at 3 
Lscogald oyowoe Bas oncdee a7gny uv Sbaodoramad’ on? to: | 

. <i Nga teva omgoed yodt My 

ond suodal toonkh Yd omidoB Isnegeld caltod ont to montero 


ovidst JO~OD BYusd nD run 8 ont ta ott ovenkt Jao ogy 


mods Lutcassowta one od bisa) yadt Efiw {komo ond tot Bagel am: 


ye ; 


anted abdol Saye pp My oad ere pes. auoyo Leg 
usw (cotistoitotob .bns>alyaads. wena ‘to avin fox) ta 
ih ea pec sn e 


rps 


~ 


af ,oseL Fal yivt oonke .Aga 


19 now od ofeb tnad oF tOftd anotodw’ cpotmanay forka 
10d Dgnnl Yritsans tot ADA 


vidstJ Staves at nOto: goat e120 tlac8 s to atrow. stl mae 
oOptg SH5 V7 gP TOGI9 OLgT ge fy: oe ea PLHroses Gil. arn sae 


draseams | ot beg - $i cde Snoffooqsat dopa s@peOl wate Paden ant 


otiupor wor ofldua ont dobre "aoae Godt tao wietno Geo nue OfO 
Osta bag) hivods orothoganl yates 


odt mL nariifows oon lonatavow odd wollts--oF : yrrmmoou ery 
one JD oO, ee 2g! fa at yt isp Yu otpocty aysvar gt | tad oF tos ov 4 ae 86,2, 


o¥tiitdt Og IT a HF One tay ? 


Yui Lane ‘Lonots EE wa fh Ninido, of (bo oltauvbs yout gant MOOS 4 
OL. sae 
AY 
a7 
foldw tromtota wntodnd pine tpae ont Boddy aris. 3409 9 be . 
~:CdeL aakrnb  moltoodaal ytadliahe to stew a 
\it es oo we so §=UMOLToOgoaL yAhiugs ‘Boas 508 
rao ris v iy 
a so se ae ee we _ wa ve: i’ duet 
Se) so “eo ¢@ *e os ee | . 
ey a-¢ ee se se ee¢ 
vs *@ ee $4 ee oe ae 
ci 4 + ee ‘on 4¢ oe 7 
ca ** e-* ee oe ee a4 
ey Re -~) #8 ¢ o* e¢ oe 
es ee 2 @ -* ee ea ee 
€ 4) e« ve on ** s« ee 
el - oe ea se 66 on 2 
5 hs ee oo *¢ oe eo os 
te , er ee °*% e¢ ee oe 
cy eo ee we» ao ee o* 
es es ee ee ve ee ** 
Ort °-* ee ‘6 ee oe 
@OL Ll sLatot ; he 


ai 
—< 


Pie et We 
dy a retry 


ee Ioud of on aoke bvorg. 10, Suet 0, 
io soda 


{ fii rH} 
Ae NS ee fm, Edita: 
mo mre 


rN 


aon: Vi) fe, isaac gi Ohi) wi. ¢ 


Cases in which defects were found. 


en ee 


Numbcr of cases in Which 
defects were found. 
neferred 
By H, M 2 


Particulars. 


Want of Cleanliness (8.1) 
Ineffective drainage of 
floors (8.6) 


Sanitary Conveniences 


(S.7) 


(a) Insufficient 


| (bv) Unsuitable or 
defective 


rc eerereamniratpeneiighbeueneee: 
(c) Not separate for sexes) 


.~) 


1 Nil Nil 
i | Nil | Nil 


ne me er ees es re Ses 
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(iv) SHOPS AND OVFICES. 5 inspections relating to the provisions of 
the Shop Act, 1934, were made. From these inspections, which pay regard to 
cleanliness and to the provision of suitable and sufficient heating, 
ventilation and sanitary acconmodation, no action was required in any casce 


(v) CAMPING SITES. There are four licensed sites within the District 
on which there are six caravans, housing approximatcly 12 persons. Visits 
wore paid at frequent intervals to these sites during the year and they were 

found to be maintaincd in good condition. 

An unlicensed site at Woolpit occupicd early in the year was cleared, 
but in August further caravans arrived and created nuisance. Proceedings 
under the Town © Country Planning Act, 1947, were taken ana the caravans 
have since been removeds 


(vi) SMOKB ABATEMENT, No smoke nuisance was cvithcr observed or 
reported. 


(vii) SWIMMING BATHS, There are no swimming baths in the District. 
The swimming baths at Bury St. Edmunds and Stowmarket are available at 
reasonable distance to many of our inhabitants. 


(viii) ERADICATION OF DED BUGS. No case of bed bug infestation was 
either reported or discovered during 1949. 

It is worthy of note that all my reports (which extend from 1938) 
have shown the seme satisfactory absence from the District of bed bugs. 


(ix) RODENT CONTROL. The services of the Rodent Operator were . 
retained for all premises throughout the District. Free treatment was given 
to houses but a charge of 5/- per hour made for business premises. 


R Number of Premises Visited ee oe 26 550 
t. Number of Promises Infested oe oe 261 
i Number of Premises Baited .. an a 261 
} Number of Rats' Bodies picked up .-. 9e 866 
} Estimated Number of Rats Destroyed ee 3,464 


4. SCHOOLS. 25 visits wers made to inspect washing and sanitary facilities 
at schools. Much improvement in these facilitics will be possible when the 
Comprehensive Water Scheme and Sewage Disposal Schemes begin. 
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1. (1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouscs inspected for 


Ze 


(2) 


(3) 


housing defects (under Public Health or 
Housing ..cts) 


(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 


(a) Number of dwollinghouses (included under 
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected 
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated 
Regulations 1925. 


(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 


Number of dwellinghouscs found to be ina state 
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be 
unfit for human habitation, 


Number of dwellinghouscs (exclusive of those 
referred to under the preceding sub~head) 
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit 
for human habitation. 


Remedy of defects during the ycar without service of 
formal notices 


Number of defective dwellinghouscs. rendered fit 
in consequence of informal action by the Loca 
Authority or their Officers. 


Acsion under Statutory Powers during the year. 


a 


(1) 
(2) 


(d) 
(1) 


Proceedings under Section 9, 10 and 1o of 
the Housing Act, 1946-6 


Number of dwcllinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring repairs 


Number of dwcllinghouses which were rendered fit 
after service of formal notice:- 


By Owners 
b) By Local Authority in dcfault of Owners 


Procecdings under Public Hoalth Acts. 


Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied 


Number of dwellinghouses in which dcfccts were 
remcdicd aftcr service of formal notices:- 


ba By Owners 


(b By Local Authority in default of Owners 


Procesdings under Section 11 and 13 of the 
Housing Act, 19506 
Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which 


i Demolition Orders were made 
b) Undertakings accepted not to relet for 

human habitation. 
(c) Undertaking cancelled upon completion of work. 
Number of dwellinghouses demolished in pursuance 
of Demolition Orders. 


Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936. 


Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which Closing 
Orders were made 

Number of dwcllinghouses closed in pursuance of 
Closing Orders. 


se thy ire 


te. 


69 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
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4. Housing Act, 1936 - Part IV - Overcrowding. 


(a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end Nil 
of the year 
(ii) Number of families dwelling therein. Ni 
(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein, Nil 
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during Li 
the year. 
(c) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during 11 
the year. 
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such casese 58 
(ad) Particulars of any cases in which dwcllinghouses Nil 


have again become overcrowded after the Local 
Authority having taken steps for the abatement of 
overcrowding « 


Classificd List of Housing Defects and Nuisances 
Abated during the Year, 


New Drains Tested and Passcd ee eo. eo as oe 10 
Roofs Repaircd es e@ eo e¢ ee o@ eo 1s 
Chimneys repaired oe ce oo oe oe ee ar) 6 
Ccoilings Popes -od ee oe ec ee ec eo 6 ee hed 
Walls rcpaircd °° ee ee °° ee o- oe 12 
Dampncss °° aa oe eo ee eo ee 13 
Windows repaired 20 eo ee oe og °° 2 6 15 
Fircplacecs rcpaircd 28 ae e0 © 0 oe oe eo 9 
Floors repaircd o° es eo ee ee os o 12 
Closcts repaircd or renewed oe e° ee o« ae 8 
Others ee ee ee se ee oe ee pe of 
Wash Coppers ee ee ee ce ee e° eo ee hh 
Stairs ee ce ee 6@ 036 eo «6 ee 5 
Paving os es <n ee as ec a o° 2 
Gutters ee ©¢ ee es ee qe se oe 2 
Doors eo e°0o ee ee o°¢ @0o e°0 ee 6 
Dirty House 80 0% ee 92 e° oe o 0 eo. 1 
Ditches @o °o°@e oe oe © 6 oe oe 6 ¢@ L 
The above docs not include repairs carricd out to the Council Houses 
and houses requisitioncd undécr the Government Evacuation Scheme. 
Civil Building Licences Issucd. 

Privately owned Working class houses (repairs) os nies 31 
Private Residcnees oe ce °°@ o° ee eo oe QS 
Shops ¢e 96 a eo ee ee ee e@ L 
Erection of Ex-Army Hut ae we ee es Pg a i 
Reconditioning of Catersory Pive Gottagesee an re ag by 
New Houscs eo eo oe ce ce ee eo ee 8 
Conversion to Dwelling Houscs ee 7) ee oo O° 1 
Misccllancous O° 60 O° ¢@ oa eo oe eo 2] 


_ The housing needs of the District are still great and extremely 
urgent. The Council is not allowed to establish the speed at which this 
position is to be remedied, being controlled, as to number of houses 
which may be built, by the allocation which the Ministry of Health 
sanctions, 


During 1949 a further 60 Council Houscs were complctcd, making 
162 post-war and a further 7 private houscs were also completed, making 
38 post-ware Twenty Council Houses were in course of erection at the 
end of the year. 

A definite proportion of dwellings suitable for old persons would be 
a welcome introduction into the Council's Housing Programme and might 
possibly prove the most cconomic and speedy means of relieving the 
housing problems of many familics. 
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The duty of allocating Council Houses correctly requires great 
wisdom.e When married couples with children are proclaiming their urgent 
need for accommodation, the Phare: especially as they continue to 
build three-bedroomed houses ars subjected to much criticism if new 
Council Houses are let to newly weds, or those about to marry. 

Reference has aiready becn made in this report to the ageing of the 
population and to the possibility of the number of active physical 


workers being reduccd. The Registrar General's statistics for 199 
show a decrease of 47,516 marriages for the country as compared with 
1940. The future wellbeing of the County and the District suggests 


that a definite proportion of new Council Houses should be allocated to 
newly weds, thus avoiding the limitation in family caused by postponemen*: 
of marriage. 


The Thedwastre Council's record with regard to the provision of 
houses for the workingclass pcople cf the District is one in which the 
Council might well take justifiable pride. Prior to Government grants 
being allocated towards Council Houses the Thedwastre Council undertook 
the building of Council Houses. By the end of 1949 Council Houses of 
the District totalled 497 and consistcd of 341 built pre-war, 4 built 
under the War-time Emergency Programme and 162 built post-war, These 
497 Council Houses arc situated in parishes as indicatcd in the following 
table:- 


HOUSES 


CO Umsicints HOUS = 8, 
Parish. To tal War-time % of 
i Council 


HouscSe 


Badwell Ash. 

p e ton>_ 
pinkstonc. 
Ce nee 
Welsham. 
CCAALNE ¢ 


yreat Ashfield. 


HCSSCUVS 109 
inderclays ae ae 
Hunstone | 4 
nanghain. tae | ie Nr 
ortone 252. 
Rattloesdcns. _ : Aen eT 
ickinghail. _ | O' 
towlangtof'te wrerie 
Tourstore Wie al 
Los tocks, aie | 30 


SECTION He 
INSPECTION yy AND SU SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


(a) HILK SUPPLY. The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, came into 
Operation on the lst October, 1949, and as and from that date the 
Council ceased to be the Authority concerned with the registration 
of cowsheds, cowkeepers, and the supervision of the production of 
milk. This duty has now passed to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fishericese 

Under the Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised = Sterilised 
Milk) Reg gulations, 1949, the Council ccased to be had apices for 
the supervision of the Pastcurisation of milk, this duty now being 
undertaken by the County Council. 

Our duty is now restricted to milk in the course of distribution. 


At the time of the transference of the func tions 116 cowkcepers 
and retail purveyors were on the register, and 150 visits had been 
paid to cowsheds ana dairicse 
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(b) MEAT AND OTHER ®OODS. The Ste Edmundsbury Co-opuerative Bacon Pauctory 
at glmswell is the only licensed slaughterhouse regularly in use 
within the District. During the year 25% visits were made ana the 
77,042 pigs slaughtered were all inspected. The meat condemned and 
cause of condemnation is indicated as follows:- 


Number of pigs killed o0 ee °° oe ee ee tele 
Number of pigs inspected ee eo eo 4 oi eis cue 
All diseases exccpt Tubcrculosis. 
Whole carcases condemned ‘6 Fig! Ay Aye GO 
Carcascs of which some part or organ was condemned Wy pul ee 


Percentage affected with disease other than Tuberculosis ely 


Tuberculosis Only. 


Whole carcascs condemned ae rh ie ate LO. 
Carcases of which some part or organ was condemned 1,691 
Percentage affectcd with Tuberculosis ace ry Ze K 


FOODSTUFFS CONDEMNED AS BERING UNSOUND OR OTHERWISE UNEIT FOR NUMAN 
CONSUMPTION. 


Grape Fruit 4 tins Grapes 1 tin 
Beef Loaf 13 iu Sardines ene 
Tdeal Milk 97 N Heinz Beans in Tomato 2 tins 
P,lchards 5 ‘ Evaporated Milk tks ee 
Peach Jam 6 i Nestles Milk Ga 
Grade I. Salmon 2 i Dricd Ege Sake 
Brisling 2 4 Processed Peas ‘ogee 
Cheese 20 boxes Treacle Puddings MEO, 
Orange Juice 12 tins Salad Cream Legar 
Veal c Ham Loaf Ls 7 Processed Checse 4 boxes 
Pickled Onions 25 uy Grape Fruit « Orange 7 tins 
Skimmed Milk 33 it Marmalade F 
Peaches a " Cherrics ‘ f 


Ox Tongue 
(c) ADULTERATION, ETC. No change. 


(d) CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION. In October 1949 intimation 
Was reccivea from the Mcdical Officer of Health of a London Borough 
that cases of food poisoning occurring in his District were attributa. 
to the consumption of mcals prepared from "Liquid Fresh Egg" produccc. 
in this District. 

"'Diquid fresh egg"consists of broken and crackcd eggs and the 
unfertilc incubatcd eggs which are sent to the beg Grading and 
Packing Stations. They possibly number 5/ of the total "fresh" 
eges arriving at the Packing. Stations. 

The co-opcration of the firm concerned was sought and obtained 
to reach and maintain the highest degree of hygienic preparation 
possible. The Council, however, realising that this was a matter of 
more than local import and of principle, passed the following 
resolution: - 


(The Thedwastre Council being satisfied that 
"liguid fresh cgg", which consists of broken 

and cracked cggs, and also unfertile ¢ges, 

oven with the most meticulous handling and 
storage, is a foodstuff Liable to cause Food 
Poisoning, urges the Minister of Health to 

take steps to ensure that such "liguid fresh ege" 


is pasteurised before being sold for consumption. " 


The Council were encouraged to make this suggestion as a necessary 
and practicable measure by the bacteriological findings and 
experiments of Drs. Fry and McCoy of the Emergency Public Health 
Laboratory Service, Cambridge, who gave prompt and comprehensive 
co-operation. 


The attention of the Ministry of Food was drawn to the problem 
and it is learned that a gencral improvement in production of this 
product has becn sought and obtained throughout the country. 
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Experiments are continuing to arrive at the most suitable 
Pastcurisation plant, as an exampie of which may be quoted the results 
of Gracey Brothers, in co-operation with workers in the U.S.A. and 
Dr. Brooks of the Cambridge Low Temperature Research Station. 
Bacteriological tests made by the Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Agriculture, during February, March and April, 1950, show that the 
holding of Niguid fresh cgg" at a temperature of 142.F, for a minimum 
of three minutes by the Gracey Brothers’ plant, gave a percentage kill 
of organisms exceeding 99 without adversely affecting the utility of 
the product. (vide Food Manufacture July 1950, Page 283). 


(c) NUTRITION. Since the war many articles of diet have been removed from 
rationing and of those which still remain rationed many have had the 
ration increased. The effects of shortage have been removed. Any 
difficulty which may now be expuericneed occurs only in those who are 
insufficiently active, physically or mentally,to obtain their supplies 
and prepare and cook them, or who pats no assistance so to doe 

ThesoOla) people of the District, eapecially in those parishes in 
which the Ministry of Food carried Baa an investigation in January 
and February 1948, have had many Empire fricnds send them much 
appreciated gift food parcels. The present prosperity which has come 
to the Wool Trade of Australia has prompted some of these good fricnds 
to increase the number of gift food parcels which they propose to 
senator the. old people, This action shows indecd a very kindly and 
gonerous thoughte 


tS SHELL-FISH. (Mulluscan) 


No change 
g) WATER-CRESS. ) ; 


SECTION _F. 
PREVALENCE OF é CON'TROL OL OVER IN INFECTIOUS ANT AND OTHER DISEASES. 


There were but 22 cases, enumerated below, of infectious disease(other 
than Tuberculosis) notified and confirmed during 1919. This was, therefore. 
an exceptionally satisfactory yeare 


h Scarlet Fever, Male 2 yrs Females,6,0,2/7 yrse 

6 Whooping Cough,Males 1,4,5,6 yrs. tt 6&3 yrse 

SO Measles, Males, 2,353,559 yrsSe : no4,6,9 yrsa 

i Pneumonia, Male 7 yrs. 

2 Infective Hepatitis - l&9yrse 

1 Food Poisoning Female, 64 yrse 

Plies eR Goud TeO's Thay 
New Cases and | liortalLity durin ing 199. 
Cases remaining on the Register at 3lst nshey 
1945. 

rea Pulmonary (9 Male ae ae ~23 (10 Males,13 Females) 

10 No hy ero: ee Females) 10 (5 Males, 5 Females) 
Total: 3) oe: 


New cases of Tuberculosis in 199 were: 


6 Pulmonary ea 20, 50 yrse 
Females 4,55,43,u4 yrse 


1 Non- " #£(Fomale 7 yrs.) 


Two deaths in 1949 were attributed to Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis - 
a male aged 4S yrs. and a female aged 8 yrs. 
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